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TO:  IEEE Member and Geographic Activities Board 

 
FROM:  Ievgen “Eugene” Pichkalov, MGA Membership Recruitment and 

Recovery Committee (MRRC) Chair 
 
SUBJECT: MGA Membership Recruitment and Recovery Committee Report to MGA 

Board Meeting February 20, 2021 
 

 

2020 December Membership Development Highlights 

December result marks the officially published statistics on the size of IEEE 

membership. Following months of large declines in IEEE membership due to the 

pandemic, in December we saw things start to change for the better. 

 

 

 

While we ended the month down –5.5%, or 23,000 members compared to 2019 

December, that is a big improvement from the 2020 November declines at –6.9% 

or 28,451 members. We recouped more than 5,400 members in one month, with 

about 4,800 of those being students. 

All channels—recruitment, renewal and reinstatement—showed a reverse in the 

declining trends during December, for both higher grade professional members as 

well as students. 
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Higher grade recruitment activity is positive +5.0% YoY, driven by Regions 9 and 

10. In addition, the higher grade retention rate (renewal activity) is ahead of last 

year by 1.4%.  

Reinstatement activity (former members coming back, about 80% higher grade) is 

trending 20% above last year. Most notable are the improvements in the student 

categories due to the launch of the FUTURE50 student discount in mid-December. 

Student recruitment in December was 80% above average for the month, and 

student retention rates are also now greater than they were last year. In fact, 

graduate student member recruitment erased its decline, from –5.7% in November 

to +4.8% in December.  

 

 

 

The undergraduate student recruitment decline was more than cut in half, from -

45.4% YoY in November to -19.1% in December. For the month of December, 
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FUTURE50 usage accounted for 38% of total student recruitment, and 56% of total 

student renewals. First announced on December 11, the promotion brought in over 

4,000 new and former members which directly impacts membership growth. The 

promotion also brought in about 5,300 student renewals. 

We also have about a thousand students who already renewed or joined without the 

discount that will get a credit toward next year’s renewal—an automatic boost for 

retention next year. 

A digital toolkit is now available to all staff and volunteers to use in their efforts to 

help promote FUTURE50. There are various ads in multiple sizes for your use in 

websites, emails and newsletters. These ads and social posts will be used in an 

ongoing viral campaign that launched in mid-January. 

In order to support our volunteers, in April - June MRRC have organized series of 

live, Virtual MD training events that provides attendees with most topical tools, 

resources and best practices to identify and prepare an MD Section/Chapter action 

plan for the coming membership year (August - July). 

 

Preliminary short 2021 January Membership Development Highlights 

MD situation continues to improve. We ended the month down –4.41%, or 18,763 

members compared to 2020 January.  

 

https://brand-experience.ieee.org/templates-tools-resources/resources/toolkits/ieee-future50/
https://brand-experience.ieee.org/templates-tools-resources/resources/toolkits/ieee-future50/
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All 2021 January recruitment, renewal and reinstatement showed better results 

compared to 2020 January. 

 

2020 December Society Membership Spotlight 

With 333,214 memberships in 2020 as of December year-end, Society memberships 

(including affiliates) are down 2,238 or 0.7% compared to 2019. Society memberships, 

excluding Affiliates, are down 0.3% for this same time period. Meanwhile, IEEE 

membership ended 2020 down 5.5%; an improvement compared to last month’s 6.9%.  

 

Month over month, Society memberships increased +12,924 or +4.0% from November 

2020 because of renewing members, new joins, and reinstatements.  

 

Of note, the distribution of memberships among the grades remained relatively stable 

compared to 2019 with Higher Grades only losing 0.6%, Students declining 0.2%, and 

Affiliates only slipping 0.4%.  
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2020 December Month Charts 

 

 

 

 

 

 


